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open for business, and 99.8 percent of 
the customers who walk into your 
store walk out again without buying 
your product. Do you think you have a 
problem? We can’t pretend this isn’t 
happening. Millions of Americans right 
now are losing their health plans and 
not finding affordable replacements. 
This matter must be resolved, and it 
must be resolved now. 

This government only exists with the 
consent of the governed. When it delib-
erately goes out of its way to maximize 
the pain and suffering of the American 
people in this crisis, it jeopardizes that 
consent. This matter must be resolved, 
and it must be resolved now. And this 
government is simply not designed to 
function with one party refusing to 
talk to the other, with one House re-
fusing to resolve the differences that 
divide it from the other. This simple 
failure is at the heart of our Nation’s 
distress, and it, too, must be resolved, 
and it must be resolved now. 

We are now 5 years into this adminis-
tration. They have not been happy ones 
for our Nation. But now we have ar-
rived at a crisis—or more precisely, at 
three crises: one that is costing mil-
lions of Americans the health plans 
they liked and were told they could 
keep, a second in the relationship of 
this government to the people, and a 
third in the basic function of our fun-
damental institutions. 

Happily, the Constitution’s Framers 
gave us all of the tools that are nec-
essary to resolve these crises except for 
one, and that one is what Lincoln 
called the better angels of our nature. 
Only we can appeal to those angels, 
and we must do so before more harm 
befalls our country. 

f 

HOUSE GYM REMAINS OPEN FOR 
MEMBERS DURING SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
today is the ninth day of the Repub-
lican shutdown, what started as a tan-
trum against the Affordable Care Act 
to defund it, then morphed into a de-
mand to delay it for a year, but now is 
really an open assault on our system of 
government. 

Unless a fanatic minority holding 
JOHN BOEHNER and the American peo-
ple hostage get their way, they will 
continue to inflict unnecessary pain on 
hundreds of thousands of our employ-
ees and on the American public. Now 
they are poised to wreck the global 
economy by threatening that America 
will not pay its bills. If it works, they 
will do it all over again. 

Make no mistake, this is an assault 
on our system of government unlike 
anything we have seen before. We must 
stop them now, united in the belief 
that there are some lines we are not 
going to cross. There will be no weap-
ons on the floor of the House and no 
willful damage to the American people. 

What if these fanatics had their tac-
tics used against them? What if Demo-
crats and Speaker PELOSI demanded 
that the disastrous war in Iraq stop 
and, if it didn’t, we would wreck the 
American economy? that our deeply 
felt concerns about preparing for cli-
mate change and global warming were 
nonnegotiable? What if Senator CHRIS 
MURPHY, who had 26 innocent children 
and their teachers massacred in his dis-
trict, what if he said, Enough. Unless 
we get background checks for pur-
chasers of guns to make sure that unfit 
people can’t get them, something that 
90 percent of the American people 
agree with, unless I get that, I am 
going to shut down the government? 
Can you imagine the howls of outrage? 

There is a tremendous disconnect 
here. One glaring symbol of the dis-
connect can be found in the sub-
basement of the Rayburn office build-
ing, the House gym. Now, make no mis-
take, everywhere I have worked I have 
started fitness programs for our em-
ployees. They save money; they im-
prove productivity; they can even save 
lives. I helped start a fitness program 
for our employees here on Capitol Hill. 
If anything, it may be more important 
for people in Congress who are leading 
a crazy, unhealthy lifestyle and can 
seldom get together and interact like 
human beings. For 17 years, this is 
where I have tried to start every single 
day, to exercise, to enjoy bipartisan ca-
maraderie, an island in the storm of 
Capitol Hill. It is convenient to be able 
to shower there instead of at home. It 
is important. It is very important, but 
it is not essential. 

I had somebody argue with me yes-
terday that it doesn’t cost that much 
because we pay dues. We have an access 
key that lets us in and there aren’t any 
staff members there now. Well, that is 
true. It doesn’t cost very much, but it 
costs. The electricity, the hot water, 
the towels, they are not provided by 
gym fairies. They are provided by tax-
payers. And the same is true for count-
less facilities across America, closed by 
the senseless Republican shutdown. 

In fact, since we have decided that we 
are going to pay all the employees 
when it is over, we are paying them not 
to work. And it is costly not to collect 
fees. You can make a better argument 
for restoring those services than you 
can for the House gym. Some of the 
most fanatic about inflicting unneces-
sary pain on the American public are 
regulars, enjoying our House gym 
while the staff gym is closed. 

Mr. Speaker, if you and the House 
Republicans are serious and not cyn-
ical about the shutdown, then shut 
down the House gym until this mad-
ness ends. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS PASSING 
BILLS TO REOPEN GOVERNMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. GIBBS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, like myself 
and many Americans, I am very frus-

trated over the inaction of Congress to 
get its work done; but let’s look back 
at what has happened over the last 
week or so. 

The House Republicans, we have sent 
bills over to the Democratically-con-
trolled Senate to open the government, 
to run the government, to fund the 
government. We have sent, starting 
from delaying ObamaCare, which most 
Americans have serious problems with, 
to other bills, and I want to talk about 
the latter two that we sent. 

One was to fund the government 
completely until December 15, but also 
with two exceptions. The one exception 
is that Members of Congress and the 
President would live by the same rules 
under ObamaCare that all Americans 
have to. The other exception is 
ObamaCare. We need to delay those 
rules, and let’s move on. 

The people that talk about the status 
quo in American history here, the sta-
tus quo, if you vote for a clean CR, you 
want the status quo to remain the 
same. That means unemployment stays 
where it is, forcing Americans into 
part-time work. We need structural 
changes to the underlying problems. 
We need to address why our debt keeps 
going up. 

The President, yesterday, in his news 
conference, talked about raising the 
debt ceiling doesn’t increase the debt 
ceiling, doesn’t increase spending. 
Well, I wish the President would an-
swer to me: When he took office, the 
debt was $10 trillion; now it is ap-
proaching $17 trillion. How does raising 
the debt ceiling not increase the debt? 

The President talks about it is un-
precedented, talking about the debt 
ceiling and having negotiations would 
be unprecedented if we do that. Well, 
Ronald Reagan and Speaker Tip O’Neill 
did it. Bill Clinton did it. President 
Obama did it in 2011 under the Budget 
Control Act. It is not unprecedented. 
And, interestingly, the time the Presi-
dent has been forced to negotiate are 
times when we have had crises that we 
have had to address, and the President 
did that in 2011. 

If ObamaCare is so good and it is the 
President’s signature piece of legisla-
tion, he ought to be the first one to 
sign up for it. I believe the First Fam-
ily ought to be the first in line to sign 
up for ObamaCare. But, you know 
what? The President of the United 
States is exempt from ObamaCare. It 
doesn’t make sense. He ought to have 
to live by his own bills that he sup-
ported and pressed through. 

We talk about compromise. I am sure 
the President doesn’t watch FOX News, 
but I think Bill O’Reilly has a com-
promise that maybe makes some sense. 
The individual mandate—that was one 
of the things we put in there, in one of 
those bills—we said delay the indi-
vidual mandate for 1 year. The Presi-
dent delayed the employer mandate for 
1 year. It only makes sense, especially 
when you see so many people having 
trouble signing up, getting on and all 
the uncertainty. We are getting reports 
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now of premiums going through the 
roof, higher deductibles, higher copays, 
and we need to delay it. 

One of the items we said in the bill 
was to delay the individual mandate 
for 1 year. That was rejected by the 
Senate. Also, we sent a bill over there 
to say, Okay, if you don’t take that, 
let’s just go to conference. Let’s sit 
down and talk. Let’s negotiate. 

But I think the compromise Bill 
O’Reilly put out on FOX News the 
other night makes some sense. Make 
the individual mandate voluntary, but 
don’t force people to go on this. Delay 
it for 1 year. Don’t force people to go 
on this and risk their privacy concerns, 
force them to pay higher insurance pre-
miums for insurance they may not 
need. Let’s see what happens. 

As ObamaCare moves through, I 
think that is a compromise that makes 
some sense, and the President ought to 
look at that and talk about that; but in 
order to do that, he needs to come to 
the table. He needs to sit down with 
House Republicans and negotiate and 
work through the problems. That is 
how our system of government was set 
up, and that is how it is supposed to 
work. The Founders had that right, es-
pecially in divided government. So I 
encourage the President. 

Now, this morning there are some re-
ports that the President is inviting the 
House and Senate Democrats to the 
White House later today, and sup-
posedly we are going to get an invita-
tion here soon. That is encouraging. I 
hope he is serious about sitting down 
and working out the differences, be-
cause we have to get back to the work 
the American people expect us to do. 

So I look forward to sitting down 
with the President and our leadership 
and working through these problems 
and getting the government going; but 
we can’t do it without sitting down and 
talking and making sense and rep-
resenting the American people, because 
we were elected to do that. 

f 

CREATING JOBS IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it has been more than 1,000 days since 
I arrived in Congress, and Republican 
leaders have still not allowed a single 
vote on serious legislation to address 
our jobs crisis. Instead, this House has 
voted 46 times to defund or delay 
health care for people who desperately 
need it, wasting precious time. 

Wake up, Republicans. ObamaCare is 
not only the law of the land; it is not 
only a safeguard to save the millions of 
people with preexisting conditions; it is 
an essential tool to give people the eco-
nomic security and purchasing power 
they need to revive our economy. 

People need ObamaCare. President 
Obama cares about the American peo-
ple, and we should, too. Even a Tea 
Party member of my freshman class of 
2010 understood this when he stood and 

expressed his hopes of being able to re-
ceive federally subsidized health cov-
erage immediately upon taking office. 
He was incensed. He couldn’t wait 30 
days, but he acts as if he wants his con-
stituents to wait forever. 

People all over the world are amazed 
that we do not have universal health 
care like they do. We are a world 
power, and they are saying, You don’t 
have universal health care in America? 

Mr. Speaker, people want health 
care; people deserve health care; and, 
Mr. Speaker, people want jobs. No one 
wants to revive the Great Recession by 
playing dangerous games with our 
economy. But do you know what? That 
is precisely what this House is doing. 

This is scary. I am nervous. I am 
stunned by the insensitivity. The 
whole world economy rests on Amer-
ica’s Treasury bonds. Let me repeat: 
The whole world economy rests on 
America’s Treasury bonds. 

Mr. Speaker, when we play with fire 
on the debt ceiling, you threaten to 
burn down the buttress on which Amer-
icans’ 401(k)s, mutual funds, small 
businesses, and stock portfolios rest. 
Just consider what happened the last 
time Republicans simply threatened to 
breach the debt ceiling in 2011. Govern-
ment bonds were downgraded, retire-
ment assets plummeted, and home-
owners saw big hikes in their monthly 
payments. That was just for talking 
about breaching the debt ceiling. 

Independent analysts have concluded 
that a debt default would be as bad as 
the global financial crisis of 2008. After 
that crisis, American savers lost dec-
ades’ worth of wealth in their homes 
and 401(k)s. We are still living with 
massive unemployment from that cri-
sis to this date. 

While some Members of Congress 
may like to behave as though we have 
moved past our unemployment crisis, 
it is a different story when you look at 
African Americans—13 percent unem-
ployment; the Hispanic community, 9.3 
percent unemployment; and the young-
est workers, 22 percent unemployment. 

Across America there are nearly 12 
million people officially out of work 
and tens of millions more who are un-
deremployed or who have simply given 
up looking. America’s public sector 
workers—our teachers, firefighters, 
construction workers, public health 
workers, medical researchers, public 
defenders, bus drivers, social workers, 
and police—have already suffered so 
painfully, first under the sequester, 
and now under the shutdown. 

But a default would devastate every 
worker and every retiree. It would hit 
every 401(k), every mutual fund, every 
stock portfolio, every mortgage pay-
ment, every student loan, and every 
business loan. It is impossible to be fis-
cally conservatively or probusiness and 
simultaneously try to use this finan-
cial weapon of mass destruction 
against American businesses and 
American taxpayers. It is time for Con-
gress to pass a clean debt ceiling bill. 

Mr. Speaker, open the government. 
Mr. Speaker, raise the debt ceiling. Mr. 

Speaker, let’s begin to address our real 
crisis: jobs, jobs, jobs. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I have been 
listening to both sides in this very im-
portant debate: the future of America 
and where we are going and how we are 
going to pay for the future of this 
country. What is amazing to me is that 
President Karzai of Afghanistan, I 
don’t believe he has furloughed one 
person. 

We are furloughing U.S. Government 
workers all across this Nation, but Mr. 
Karzai continues to get his millions 
and millions of dollars. Mr. Speaker, 
this is unnecessary. I don’t know why 
we in Congress continue to fund a war 
where we can’t even get an account-
ability from the inspectors. It makes 
no sense. 

I want to read three paragraphs from 
an article I read this weekend, called, 
‘‘The Forgotten War.’’ One of the para-
graphs: 

But even when the war ‘‘ends’’ and Ameri-
cans have forgotten it altogether, it won’t be 
over in Afghanistan. Obama and Karzai con-
tinue negotiating towards a bilateral stra-
tegic agreement to allow the United States 
to keep at least nine of the biggest bases it 
built and several thousand trainers, and un-
doubtedly Special Operations Forces in Af-
ghanistan, seemingly forever. 

Another of the paragraphs: 
It won’t be over in the United States ei-

ther. For American soldiers who took part in 
it and returned with catastrophic physical 
and mental injuries and for their families, 
the battles are just beginning. For American 
taxpayers, the war will continue at least 
until mid-century. Think of all the families 
of the dead soldiers to be compensated for 
their losses, all the wounded with their 
health care bills, all the brain-damaged vet-
erans at the VA hospitals. Think of the out-
going costs of their drugs and prosthetics 
and benefits. Medical and disability costs 
alone are projected to reach $754 billion, not 
to mention the hefty retirement pay of all 
those generals who issued all those reports of 
progress as they so ambitiously fought more 
than one war leading nowhere. 

Mr. Speaker, just this past weekend, 
we had five Americans brought back in 
flag-draped coffins. I doubt sincerely if 
many people in this country read that 
report, that five Americans came back 
in a flag-draped coffin. 

I do not understand why this Con-
gress continues to have these difficul-
ties of trying to fix our own problems 
in this country, but don’t worry about 
the waste, fraud, and abuse—and, more 
important, the loss of limb and body 
and heart that our kids have been giv-
ing in Afghanistan. 

I will close by reading one more para-
graph from the article, called, ‘‘The 
Forgotten War’’: 

Will the United States still be meddling in 
Afghanistan 30 years from now? If history is 
any guide, the answer is ‘‘yes’’; and if history 
is any guide, three decades from now, most 
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